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remained a disturbing factor. In the first Parliament The
(1604) the member for Northamptonshire, at the instruc-
tions of his constituents, brought forward a motion relating ****&•
to ' dispopulation and daily excessive conversion of tillage ames
into pasture ' *. The encloser, it was complained, " desireth
nothing but grass in his grounds " 2; and Trigge categoric-
ally affirmed that depopulation commonly followed en-
closure 3. Failing to make headway by constitutional
methods, the inhabitants in Northamptonshire and other
Midland counties took the law into their own hands. In the
" month of May 1607 ", says Stow, " a great number of
common persons" assembled in Northamptonshire and
Warwickshire, and some in Leicestershire, where " they
violently cut and broke down hedges, filled up ditches, and
laid open all such enclosures of commons and other grounds
as they found enclosed, which of ancient time had been open
and employed to tillage. These tumultuous persons in
Northamptonshire, Warwick and Leicestershire grew very
strong, being in some places of men, women and children a
thousand together, and at Hillmorton in Warwickshire
there were three thousand ", and elsewhere " full five thou-
sand " 4. In Northamptonshire they were drawn from at
least fifteen townships, and hi their ranks were labourers,
' husbandmen', butchers, tailors, smiths, carpenters, weavers,
shoemakers, shepherds, glovers, bakers, tanners, together
with a millwright, a blacksmith, a whitetawyer, a mason,
a woolwinder and a chandler 5. The insurgents enjoyed the
sympathy of the countryside which supplied them with
provisions and tools. They called themselves ' Levellers *;
and a manifesto was issued ' From the Diggers of Warwick-
shire to all other Diggers', protesting against encroaching
' tirants' who would " grind our flesh upon the whetstone
of poverty ... so that they may dwell by themselves in
the midst of their herds of fat wethers " 6. The King
1 Hist. MSS. Comm. Beaulieu, 42.	* Ibid. 107.
8 Trigge, The Humble Petition (1604).
*	Stow, Annales (ed. 1631), 890.   Derbyshire was also affected : Hist.
MSS. Comm. Rutland, i. 405.
8 Hist. MSS. Comm. Buccleuch, iii. 118.
*	Victoria County History, Warwickshire, ii. 161-162.

